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PREFACE 

It is of the nature of true religion to inspire men with courage 

as well as fortitude. The apostles not only suffered, but contend- 
ed; they were heroic, as well as patient, in the promulgation of 

_the gospel, and not only bore every thing, but they dared every 

] thing in this great enterprise, for the honor of Christ their mas- 
_____ ter, and the benefit of mankind. It may safely be presumed, 
; therefore, that all those who would prove themselves the true 
followers of these mighty ministers of righteousness, will care- 

fully imitate them in their heroism as well astheir perseverence, 

and by unconquerable attachment to the truth devote themselves 

in body, soul and spirit to the conversion of the world. 


One thousand conversions, on the Western Reserve and 
Vicinities, about thirteen years ago, stamped, as with the 
signet of heaven, the era at which our present plea for imme- 
diate submission to the gospel as announced originally in Jeru- 
salem, wasinstituted. God grant it may speedily visit all nations. 


Seventeen hundred converts were lately reported at one of our 
offices in the short period which elapsed between the publication 
of two consecutive numbers. The revival of the true gospel 
is indeed not, like many other occurrences which have trans- 
pired since, of no historical importance; but is an elemental fact 
in the history of reformation, and constitutes one of those essen- 
tial steps of progress which God in his gracious providence has 
enabled the lovers of truth to make in their return to the origi- 
nal institute of Christianity. Whenasingle pious presbyterian j= — 
first yielded himself to the truth, and was baptized for the re- 
mission of sins and the Holy Spirit, momentous consequences 
were suspended upon the fact, for at that time a practical rather 
than a written confutation of infant baptism was wanted: true 
repentance, instead of enthusiastical experiences, and faith 
instead of feeling, required to be plead publicly: the doctrine 
concerning the Holy Spirit was to be adjusted in the publi¢ 
mind, and above all a starting point for the people, and especial- 
ly for those preachers who not having the point of obedience 
to plead to were yet inclined to advance reformation, was impe- 

rlously demanded by the then existing state of things-the gospel] 
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«PREFACE. 


_ rightly stated. and properly plead, and promptly applied, an- 

swers all these purposes. Instinct with life, and pregnant 
_ of principle, privilege, and promise, and love, and hope, and 
joy, and faith, it suddenly, at first as now, filled all the converts 


with both courage and fortitude; and endowed them with he-| 


roism as well as patience, so that they promptly began to. teach 

it to their friends, and families, their fellow citizens, and rela- 
tions, everywhere. It descended all around lika rain upon the 
mown grass, and as showers that water the earth; till passing 
into more than twenty periodicals it has been en all over 
the states, and even into foreign countries. 


To God then, and to the Lamb be eternal glory, aa pousnis 
and dominion, and praise, and power; Amen. 

But while it is joyous tothe heart and refreshing as cool water 
to the lip, to see the gospel associated in our own reformation 
with all the other elements plead for by our companions and fel- 

tow laborers in the kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ, it is 

~not to be denied that our heart sickens within us while we are 
-eompelled to admit that by the devices of an apostate brother it 
has been associated with one of the grossest impostures that ever 
was attempted to be palmed upon mankind—I mean Mormon- 
ism;a matter which we have thoroughly examined, and which, for 
its foul blasphemies, I would scorn to name here, were it not a 
fact that by means of the true Gospel, it is fast diffusing itself all 
Over the states and is now in England, Wales, Scotland, Ire- 
dJand, and by missionaries even on its way to Jerusalem. 


How humiliating! how extremely humiliating to all! is this fact — 
that the pure and unpollated gospel in which, since its revival, 
we have all taken so much delight, should be thus debased and 
made the cioak and cover of such a wretched, and abominable, 
imposition! 

May the Lord preserve his Saints from all delusion: May the 
God of our salvation have mercy on mankind, and tohis geod, 


and great, and holy name be all the praise, through Jesus Christ 
our Lan | WALTER SCOTT. 
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NEW SERIES. 


Vol. IX. ‘Carthage, Ohio, January 1, 1841. No. 1. 


NEW GOVERNMENT AND NEW SOCIETY 


PREDICTED BY THE PROPHETS. —WNo. I. 


Behold I create a New Heavens and a New Earth. 

| ISAIAH 65C. 
The prophecies of Daniei and St. John terminating with the 
overthrow of all the governments and religions of the old world, 
no other scripture has inspired the interpreters of prophecy with 
loftier hopes touching that excellent order of things which is to 
succeed and superceed the present, than that which we have 
uoted from Isaiah: ‘*Behold I create a New Heavens anda 
The earth was originally created atemple in which God was 
to be universally adored; but bad government and false religion 
have transformed it intoaden of theives. Society, therefore, 
in iis very essence, must be subjected to revolution, till, man 
returning to his maker, the great globe shall again become a 
house for God-a temple in which he shall be universally wor- 
shipped. | 
he government and religion of old society, set forth under 
the alarming symbols, of metalic images, fierce wild beasts, and 
| —s dragons, have cruelly oppressed mankind: and the people living 

| under these tyrannical and polluted establishments, set forth in — 
the same prophecies as the seas, the earth, and the grass of the 
field, have been base, tumultuous, and evanescent: the substi- 
tution of New Government and a New People was therefore a 
theme the magnilicence of which rendered it altogether worthy 
of the holy spirit, anda legitimate subject of prophecy. What 
an amazing spectac!e is displayed to the imagination of the man 
of God in the vast and universa! changes indicated in the verse 
we have selected for our text!—A New Heavens and a New 
Earth! Here indeed is multumin parvo: here, ina small space 
truly is comprehended the mightiest problem, even the dissolu- 
tion of the whole frame-work of ancient society-the breaking 

down of its goyernment-and the submerzement into a better 


1* 


j 
x 
» 
+ 
3 
Q 
own 
. 


6 THE EVANGELIST 


order of things, of all its honors and renown-its kings, its great 
men, its rich men, its chief captains, its mighty men, its bond 
men, and its free men together! the abrogation of its laws, and 
manners and customs: the destruction of its trade, and commerce, 
the dissipation of its vast and bloody armies, and navies, the 
dissappearance of its religion, and immorality, and of its vile arts 
fn the court, in the cabinet, and in the tented field. In a word, 
our text presents us-with the mighty spectacle of failing em- 
pires with all their marts and capitals; or to give it in the lan- 
guage ofthe same illustrious prophet when depieting these 
changes in greater detail; ‘‘Enter into the rock and hide thee in 
the dust for fear of the Lord and for the glory of his majesty: 
The lofty looks of man shall be humbled, and the haughtiness of 
-man shall be bowed down, and the Lord alone shall be exalted 
in that day. And the day of the Lord of hosts shall be upon 
every one that is proud and lofty, and upon every one that is 
lifted up, and he shall be brought low, and uoon all the cedars of 
Lebanon that are high and lified up, and upon all the oaks of 
Bashan, and upon all the high mountains, and upon all the hills 
that are lifted up; and upon all the ships of Tarshish, and upon 
ail pleasant pietures, and the loftiness of man shall be bowed 
down, and tire haughtiness of man shall be brought low and the 
Lord alone shall be exalted in that day; and the idols he shall 
utterly abolish; and they shall gointothe clefts of the rocks and 
into the caves of the earth, for fear of the Lord, and for the glo- 
ry of his majesty when he arises to shake terribly, the earth. 
In that day a man shall cast his idols of sHver, and his idols of 
gold,which they have made each one for himself to worship, to 
the moles and to the bats, to go into the clefts of the rocks, 
and into the holes of the ragged rocks, for fear of the Lord, and 
for the glory of his majesty, when he arises to shake terribly the 
earth. Cease ye from man whose breath is in his nostrils; for 
wherein is he to be accounted of? Isaiah 2c. | 
_Aremark by the celebrated Crellius, as quoted by a greayau- — 
_ thor, touching tiie vast ehanges.indicated in our text is worthy 
ofa place here. ‘‘If, says he, after the most severe servitude, 
by which the human race has been oppressed, golden liberty 
should follow; if after the thickest darkness of ignorance, the 
clearest light of truth should arise; if after a mighty contest, and 
calamities not to be calculated, great joy,and a most happy state 
of mankind, should succeed, then the face of all things will ap- 
pear changed, and, whilst before they seemed to mourn, they 
will afterwards appear to smile, so that the heavens and the earth 
will seem to have undergone a change, and to have asSumed a 
different countenance.” —Though the words of Crellius are ex- 
tremely beautiful and expressive, yet they are general and do by 
no means penetrate the magnificent import of our text. More, 
Iam persuaded, is signified by the new government and the new 
people of the Prophets than any of us have heretofore been for- 
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‘tunate enough to conjecture. The improvements and revolu- 
lutions that have already taken place in the nations by no means 
meet the expectations of mankind; and we See that ip present 
society, even in the best forms, both in Europe, and America, 
nothing can be perfected—-nature, religion, education, industry, 
_ government, and all the other elements of society conflict with 
each other, and by some unnatural combination operate equally 
to the detriment ot individual happiness andgeneral good-the 
human race cannot reach perfection thus situated; higher im- 
rovements, greater ameliorations, will, we may expect, be there- 
e, gradually introduced till the truth-the mangled truth tri- | 
umphs over all her enemies, and she be gathered up from the 
four winds of heaven, to which she has been scattered, and be 
“‘moulded in every joint and member into an immortal feature 
of loveliness and perfection”. Thatthe ancient monarchies are 
to be removed is a fact that can be doubted by no one who has 
seriously considered the prophecies of Daniel and St. John; but 
it is not the destruction of old governmeut and old society—a 
matter sufficiently obvious inthe prophets above named, which 
we search for—but a more obscure thought, viz; the New Gov- 
ernment, the New Society which is to succeed it. Behold I 
create a new heavens, and a newearth! 
- But our issue, I say, is not ‘*What shall be’, so much as 
““Whatoughtto be”. Itis not future prospect, but present duty; 
for the problem of reformation, being, as we conceive, now sol- 
ved in the developement and enumeration of all its elements, it 
behoves us to understand what is expected of those who, like 
our brethren, have attained to a knowledge of the Christian re- 
ligion as it came fromits author. . Ww. 8. 


SACRED COLLOQUY I. 
Promise, Prophecy, Precept. 


Many changes had oceurred in the family at Harden since 
we last reported their pious intercourse; Mr: and Mrs: Locke 
had died: Mary had been wedded toCharles Sandford, and John 
Locke Jr: married to the daughter of a wealthy farmer in the 
vicinity, had become the master and proprietor of the estate of 
his father, and like him had for some years maintained a gener- 
ous and enlightened hospitality at the Harden house. The in. 
terests of reiigion and morality in the neigborhood, however, 
suffered nothing in this instance by passing from father to son;. 
for John Locke the younger proved himself in every respect, 
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worthy of being the son of John.the elder. He was in all re” 
spects a good man, and had been as fortunate as he had been 
prudent in the choice of a wife; Mrs: Locke was a truly devout 
woman; and being abundantly wealthy, employed much of her 
time in waiting upon the poor and sick of the neighborhood. 
Charles Sandford lived hard by, as did friend Stansbury with 
Mr. Williams, and others who were wont to visit the family for 
religious purposes during the life of the elder Mr: Locke. Upon 
the whole the changes which had taken place at the Harden 
house, with the exception of the death of its excellent former 
proprietor and his virtuous lady, were all rather of a desirable 
nature; and tended only to add vivacity, and a higher grace, to 
the society of the neighborhood. | 

The sterling old custom of reading the holy scriptures, parties 
for pious conversation, charity to the poor, and a noble and 
generous hospitality still marked the manners of the Lockes. 

This excellent family with the devout neighbors, were assem- 
bled in a summer’s eve in the parlour at Harden: the windows 
were thrown open, and the odor of a thousand flowers and 
shrubs that adorned the pastures and walks around delighted 
the sense, and threw a sort of divine sanctity into the interior 
ofthe mansion: Mr: Sandford had promised to be present with 
them on acertain evening, and that having now come, this affec- 


_fionate brother made his appearance accordingly. 


Bro: Sandford, said Mr: Locke, you were pleased at our last 


Interview to promise us at this meeting something on the Gospel: 


and I was truly glad of it, for although much has-already been 
said on this excellent subject, yet it is impossible that it should 
be exhausted. Religion like science, I apprehend, is inexhaus- 
tible; the words of God like his works, are infinite in extent, 
and may be pursued without limitation. 


Mr. Sltansbury:— The religion of God, like his works, is in- 
deed of infinite extent, my dear brother, and may profitably he 
investigated without limit. The gospe! is a great department, 
in that religion, and furnishes thems of magnificent and sub- 
lime import. The Lamb of God dying for the sins of a perishing 
world is no ordinary topic, but a great and holy and glorious 
subject, whichshould employ all tongues and pens here as it will 
engage all hearts and tongues hereafter; for I apprehend that the 
hallelujahs of the Apocalypse are but a specimen-of that praise 
Which forms the daily and nightly devotions of the holy ones of 
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heaven, who dwell in the presence of God and of the Lamb. 
Mr: Locke:— Beloved brother, it is, I trust, the cause of un- 
eeasing gratitude toGod with all present, that, our hearts have 
by his grace been made sensible of the greatness of our redemp- 
tion by his Son Jesus Christ our Lord. As he has filled our hearts 
with his grace, so may we fill the earth with his praise, and 
glorify his name forever; for who is like unto our God? or who 
ean be compared with him—Gloriousin holiness, fearful in attri- 
butes, doing wonders! 
Jir: St:— [ think, at our last intervisw; I committed myself to 
certain christian matters for this evening—did I not, Sirt 
Mr: L:— Yes Sir,you were pleased, in accordance with the 
wishes of a majority present, to promise us your thoughts on the 
romises, prophecies, &c. of our holy religion; if, therefore, it 
is not incompatible with your plan, I would furnish the occa- 
sion for a commencement by asking for-the sake of your an- 
swer, Whether there is any difference between a promise and a 
prophecy. 
Mr: St:— Yes Sir, there is sometimesadifference between the 
promises and the prophecies of our glorious God. All his promises 
are prophecies, but all his prophecies are not promises, but are 
- sometimes threatnings and proofs, and sometimes historic nar- 
rations of what is yet to transpire in the history of society and 
religion. Promise limitsitselftoindividuals, families, and nations; 
but prophecy takes a wider range, covers all these and extends 
its voice to the destiny of the great globe itself and all other cre- 
ated systems. | 
Mr: Williams:— I should esteem it a peculiar favour, would 
Mr: Stansburv have the goodness to illustrate the difference be- 
tween promise and prophecy, which he has jus: taken, by apply- 
ing it to the case of the Messiah, our Savior. May I enquire, 
dear Sir, to whom in the ancient world the most remarkable 
promises concerning the blessed Redeemer were made? ; 
Mr: St:— Although it might be deemed more in accordance 
with my last observations to give minutely the difference 
between promise and prophecy, yet, as Mr: Williams requests to 
know to whom in the ancient world the most remarkable prom- 
ises concerning our Saviour were made, I will with pleasure 
wave our former question and gratify him with my thoughts on 
the Subject to which his enquiry tefers. The first promise ofa 
‘Redeemer was certainly made bv the God of heaven at the origi- 
nal lapse of the human family. We may, therefore, state our 
answer thus, viz. | 
Ist. To Adam. 
2nd. To Abraham. 
8rd. To Judah. 
4th. To David. 
The prophecies touching the offices, ministry, destiny, and 
Kingdom of the Messiah were in general delivered to the Jew- 
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ish nation, but the promise that he ‘should come’? was made 
expressly to the above individuals personally. They were select- 
ed by God to be the ancestors of Messiah; and their names form 


the extreme and intermediate links especially marked out as 
those to which all others in the chain of his pedigree is to be 


refered. To Adam, in the threatning made by God against the 
betrayer of mankind, it was expressly declared that the woman’s 
seed should crush his adversary. To Abraham it was promised 
that in his seed, which seed, Paul says, is Messiah, all.the fami- 
lies of the earth should be blessed: and to the ancestor of the 
royal tribe, Judah, it was promised that till Shiloh came his hand 
should not fail to retain its grasp of the royal sceptre. While 
to David who was certainly by far the most famous of all Judah’s 
descendants God said¥*‘Of the fruit of thy loins I will grant to 
sit upon thy throne’; and he sware by his own existence that 
he would not lie to David; when finally, Mary a virgin of the 
royal stock of David, of Jadah and Abraham, was graciously 
selected to be the mother of the illustrious deliverer; and verily 
her faith and piety must ever in all right judgement justify the 
wisdom which decreed her appointment to so high an honor, 
for she was ‘unquestionably an excellent person, of great and 
superior piety, as her speech to her illustrious cousin Elizabeth 
testifies. My soul doth magnify the Lord; she exclaims, my 
spirit doth rejoice in God my saviour; for he hath regarded the 
low estate of his handmaid, for, behold! from henceforth all 
enerations shall call me blessed; for he that is mighty has done 
or me great things and holy is his name. He hath showed 
strength with his arm; he hath scattered the proud in the imagi- 
nation of their heart. He hath put down the mighty from their 
seats and exalted them of low degree. He hath filled the hungry 
with good things, and the rich he hath sent empty away. We 
hath holpen hisservant Israel in remembrance of his mercy, as 
he spake to our father Abraham and to his seed torever’’. 
. Mr: Stansbury pronounced the above hallelujah of the blessed 
virgin, with such devotion, and pathos that the whole company 
felt its inspiration, and as the children of Harden-—the younger 
brothers and the sisters of its present master had been carefully | 
instructed in sacred music and could carry the parts in a peice 
of harmony with grace and power, they suddenly, ata nod from 
their elder brother, sung forth in a bold but beautiful strain the 
last Psalm in anthem form: Mary accompanied them on the piano. 
O praise God in his holiness; praise him in the firmament, in 
the firmament of his power. Praise him in his noble acts; praise 
him in his noble acts; praise him according to his excellent great- 
ness. Praise him in the sound of the trumpet; praise him on 
the lute and harp; Praise him in the cymbals, in the cymbals 
and dances; praise him on strings, on strings and pipes. Jet 


every thing that hath breath praise the Lord; praise the Lord, 
praise the Lord. 
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‘We cannot at present give any more of what passed during 
fhe evening; but we would here observe that it is scenes like 
these, manners and customs like those of the Harden family— 
piety towards God and charity towards all men upon which 
must depend for their perpetuity our Republican Institutions, 
We may prate of education, we may boast of knowledge and 
glory in freedom; but Tekel is stamped as with a signet b 
_ the hand of heaven on the forehead of every institution politi- 
cal and religious that is not sanctified by the fear of God. Our 


commerce, our trade, our science, our arts, our navigation, and: 


government and law are at present all defiled in their ministra- 
tion by irreligion and profanity; till, therefore, these and all things 
embodied in our institutions and manners and customs are ex- 
purgated and washed out of the body politic, and higher ameli- 
orations and greater righteousness, and more purity are introdu- 
_ ced the genuine lovers of truth and freedom cannot promise 
_ perpetuity and stability to the present orderof things. W.S. 


PERFECTION. 
No. XX. 


Any speculation or theory of perfection that has not respect 
to practical goodness aud improvement is fallacious and unprofi 
table. Observe also that no essay or series of essays, which ei- 
ther we or others have written or may yet write, can possibly 
perfectour readers: Improvement depends upon themselves as 
disciples or scholars of the Messiah. One man may lead an ani- 
mal to water, but athousand may not make him drink. One 
brother may write of perfection for a thousand, and of the obedi- 
ence and motive and precepts and promises from which perfection 
is derived; but all the earth cannot make one man pertect: this 
thing every one must, under Christ as his great teacher, lord and 
saviour, do for himself. | 

The relation of husband and wife is the most essential in Society 
and is the first that was ever formed between two human beings, 
and what is especially exalting in this relation is this, that the 
first couple may be properly said to have been married by the 
glorious Creator himself. ‘When God made man, said our ado- 
rable Redeemer, he made them a male and afemale, and inthe 
original document it isstated. He broughther.toAdam, Now 
we do not write this essay on the duty of wivesin order to make 
them better but we address them this brotherly document to as- 
sure them, that, ifthey please, they can make themselves perfect 
ifthey are not already so: woman is suscepti dle of endless improve- 
ment and it is the glory of her nature that under Christ she can 
reach every excellence intellectual and moral. Let the Christian 
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wife take the Testament in her hand, let her open its sacred 
pages; :et her follow itsdictates. and adorn herself with the ore 
nament ofa meek and quiet spirit, which in. the sight of God is of 
great price, and the work is done, Seat 
_ Let her not look to the imperfections of her husband, but rather 
reverence him wich all his imperfections, and seeing he is divine 
ly enjoined to love her, let her endeavour by every means in her 
power to render her self lovely to her husband, full of chastity, 
ntleness, meekness, quietude, and cheerfulness, Let her re- 
tee. tin Christ, who by his promises and precepts, has brought 
the perfection of her nature fairly within her reach. Let her 
ve reflect how much depends on her perfection in piety 
and virtue; that she is the mother of children who are tosurvive 
her for good.or for evil, for time and for eternity. Let her un- 
ceaseingly bear in mind that the honor of indefinitely improving 
is left with herself, and although bound toa temporary obedi- 
ence by the order of society and the express will of heaven, yet 
it is fairly within her power to excel, and by force of the priviliges 
honors and rank confered on her by christianity, to rise -and 
shine forth the glory of human nature. ‘Wives submit your- 
selves unto your own husbands as to the Lord’ Eph. dc. 22v, 
If husbauds'were themselves ambitiousof perfection, and 
would, while pursuing it speak of its desirableness, and trust im- 
provement in their wives to piety, love, and intelligence rather 
than totheir own sovreignty and power tocommand, they would 
doubtless be more successfulin their endeavours to exalt them. 
But the sense, the religion, the rights of wives are too seldom 
honored inthis way. Never, however, is a house so well regu- 
lated as when the mother, the pions mother is made the centre 
of attraction. How beautiful to see her by devotion and vir- 
tue making herself the desire of all hearts, and filling the house 
with goodly words and a meek, gentle and gracious behaviour. 
Thold to this sentiment that a woman, if she chooses, can adorn 
herself with the highest loveliness. She can make herself be 
loved. She can excel in all beautiful thoughts. She is the eye 
and soul of the family, and there is none in it tobe compared to 
her. Self-control isa virtue much more congenial to her na- 
turethan toman. But, like man, she is too frequently ignorant 
of the fact that self-government isa prerogative of her nature. 
Like him she too often yields herself to feeling, passion and noise 
because she knows not that nature and scripture have given her 
dominion over these things, the sceptre of self-govenment how- 
ever if she knew it is within her reach and she has only to Jay 
old of it and reign triumphantly over both herself and others 
taking the ecriptures asthey read,sheis the glory of man, that 
is she isan image of man, and is intended to rule by love and 
grace as he rules by strength and intelligence. 
.. Aman never expects great thingsot his wife but good things 
only, and good things in this world are made up in small parcels 
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A wife will do well therefore, to keep her eye on small matters 
and watch the directionin which the taste and peculiarities of 
her husband display themselves, and socarry herselfaccordingly, . 
making herself in all things lovely tothe partner of her bosom. 
This, inthe meantime, should never be forgotten by her vize 
thai under Christ she has te mould and make herown a, 


THE APOCALYPSE. 


And ofthe Three Unclean Spirits, chap. 16th, v. 13th. 


Since our editorial labors commenced we have said almost 
Nothing about the book of Revelations; and yet we have perhaps 
thought of its contents more than of those of any other book 
inthe New Testament. We have laid hold of the three unclean ' 
jnfluences mentioned by the apostle in ch. 16, v. 13, ashaving 

jong appeared to us to be the last agents by whom the tyrants of | 
the old world will be influenced to afflict mankind. The reader 

will please keep his eye on said passage, and, until we are pre. 

_ pared for further comment, read the following upon the Apoca- 
lypse by agreat master in Propnecy. | 


_ Happy in anopportunity of endeavouring to serve the cause, 
and to confirm the evidences, of Revelation, and desirous of. 
obviating some of those prejudices, which might otherwise be 
entertained against the validity of any conclusions grounded 
upon the Apocalypse, inthis and the succeeding chapter [| shall 
introduce a number of extracts and observations relative to it 
and particularly to its genuineness, its uses, and its obscu tty. 

Its name bespeaks its importance. Itis called the Apocalypse, 
says Vitringa, ‘because it not only describes, by the noblest sym- 
bols, the remarkable evenis of the world and of the church in 
succession, from the ime of Trajan even to the consummation 

ofall things; but it likewise serves as the seal and the key of all 
the prophecies of the Old Testament, which more obscurely treat 
concerning the same transactions’. Lofty also is the general 
_ title prefixed to it. The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God 
> ® gave into him. | | 
With regard to its genuineness, authorities more respectable 
than those of Newton and Mede cannot be cited. It is the dec 
laration of the latter, that ‘the Apocalypse hath more himan 
_— to speak of divine) authority than any other book of the New 
estament besides, even from the time it was delivered’. This 
opinion Sir [saag Newton supports at greater length; ‘Ido not, 
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says he, ‘find any other book of the New Testament £o strongly 
attested, or commented upon so early as this.—Justin Martyr, 
who within thirty years after John’s death became a Christian, 
writes expressly, that ‘‘a certain man among the Cliristians, 
whose name was John, one of the twelve aposties of Christ, in 
the Revelation which was shewed him prophesied,”’ &c., and 
what this primitive father afterwards says relative to the Millen- 
nium, does, says, Sir]. Newton, amount to this, ‘that all true 
Christians in that early age received this prophecy.—Papias, bish- 
op of Hierapolis, a man of the apostolic age, and one of John’s 
own disciples, did not on!y teach the doctrine of the Thousand 
Years, but also asserted the Apocalypse as written by divine 
inepiration. Melito, who flourished next after Justin, wrote a 
commentary upon this prophecy; and he, being bishop of Sardis, 
one of the seven churches, could neither be ignorant of their 
tradition about it nor impose upon them. Jreneus, who was 
contemnorary with Mileto, wrote much upon it, and said, that 
‘sthe number 666 was in all the ancient and approved copies; 
and that he had it also confirmed to him by those who had seen 
John face to face; meaning, no doubt, bis master Polycarp 
for one. At the same time, Theophilus, bishop of Antioch, as- 
gerted it, and so did Tertullian, Clemens Alexandrinus, and 
Origen soon after; and their contemporary Hippolytus the mar- 
tyr, metropolitan of the Arabians, wrote-a commentary upon it. 
All these were ancient men, flourishing within a hundred and 
twenty years after John’s death, and of the greatest note in the 
churches of those times. ‘Surely’ adds Sir I. Newton, ‘this ma_ 
suffice to shew, how the Apocalypse was received and studied 
in the first ages. 


Among other primitive commentators on this sacred book was 


Andrew, bishop of Vesarea, who is supposed to have lived about 
_ the close of the fifth century. I now quote from the preface of 
this ancient work, as translated by Dr. Lardner. He says, the 
needs not toenlarge in proving the inspiration of this book, since 
many ancients bore testimony to.its authority.’ Some of ihe 
principal of these the bishop of Cegarea enumerates. 


Dr. Lardner, speaking of the Apocalypse, says, ‘Hermas has 


many thingsresembling it.? The resemblance indeed is so strong 
that he appears plainly to have imitated it. Now, ‘the antiquity 
of the book, called the Shepherd or Pastor of Hermas,’ says Dr. 
Lardner, ‘is manifest and questionable.—We cannot, tl ink, 
place this piece later than the conclusion of the first century,’ 
and accordingly he assigns it to the year 100. With respect to 


the visions of the Revelation, these, says this valuable writer, 


‘and the publication of them in this book, must be assigned, as 
far as I can see, to the years of Christ 95 and 96, or 97.”. Thus 
then does it appear, that there is happily preserved a testimony 
to the genuineness of the Apocalypse, written onty four or five 
years after that sacred prophecy itself was published. 
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*It is a remarkable circumstance,’ says bishop Halifax, ‘and 
what perhaps distinguishes the Apocalypse from every other 
portion of the New Testament, that it was unanimously received 
as the work of John the Evangelist, by those who lived nearest 
the time of its publication, without asingle person appearing to 
question its authority. | | 
—¢Tiat St. John was banished into Patmos, in the time of Domi- 
tian, in the latter part of his reign, and restored by his successor 
Nerva, is’ says Dr. Lardner, ‘the general testimony of ancient 
authors.—But this book could not be published tillafter St. John’s 
release and return to Ephesus in Asia. Now Domitian died in 
96, and his persecution did not commence till near the end of 
is reign.’ | | | 
‘Concerning his abode in Asia, we have,’ says Dr. Lardner, 
‘divers testimonies of good credit.’ Among others, he mentions 
Treneus and Polycrates. ‘Ireneus, in two places of his work 
against heresies, both cited by Eusebius, says, that John the 
apostle lived in Asia till the time of Trajan, who succeeded Ner- 
vain the year of Christ 98.—Polycrates, bishop of Ephesus, about. 
196, is an unexceptionable witness, that John was buried in 
that city.’ | | 
‘St. John the apostle,’ [ am now quoting from Leonard T wells 
‘wasa Jew by birth, and though he had the gift of tongues, like 
the rest of the apostles, so that he could and did write Greek; 
et it is plain, that in his gospel and epistles penned in that 
anguage, he retains tlie Hebrew and the Syriac idiom. This 
isso weil known and so generally allowed, as to make all par- 
ticular proof needless: if therefore the style of the Revelations 
had been different in this respect; if the expression had been 
always or even generally pure Greek; if no footsteps had re- 
mained of Hebrew idioms therein, it would have afforded just 
matter of suspicion, that John the apostie and evangelist was | 
_ not the author thereof. But the Revelation is free from this ob- 
jection; for there are found in it as many, and perhaps more 
Hebraisms, than in any other book of the New Testament what- 
It may be seen in Lardner, that the reception of the book of 
Revelation was not peculiar to the catholic and orthodox Chris- 
tians. Ofthe writings of the sectaries little comparatively is 
preserved yet evidence exists, thatit was received, by the Do- 
natists, the Novatians, and the Manichees. Gq 
That in the fourth and fifth centuries its genuineness was, 
however, donbted, and even denied, by some, needs excite no 
surprise. For this satisfactory reasons may be assigned. It is 
to be partly attributed to this prophetical book being at that time 
in a great degree uninteliigible; and partly to the prevalence of 
the doctrine of the Millennium, which, as then taught, was al- 
together wild and incredible. That this was really to be found 
_. inthe Apocalypse, some were ready too lightly to admit; in con- 


> 
4. 
é 
5 
é 
& 
we 
“ 4 
Ago 
By 
| 
e 
‘ 
' 
j 
‘ 


4 


THE EVANGELIST 


sequence a degree of discredit was inconsiderately attached by 
some to the prophecy itself; and it will, without hesitation, be 
admitted, that had this doctrine, as then represented, been in 
truth inseparable from the book of Revelation, the sober inquirer 


would have been authorised in concluding, that the latter could 
not be authentic and divine. 


It is proper to add, that Dionysius, bishop of Alexandria, about 
the middle of the third century, though he ventured not to deny, 
that the Apocalypse was a genuine work ofan inspired person, 
or that such a person was named John, yet he endeavoured to 
shew, that he was not John, the son of Zebedee and the brother 
of James, who wrote the three epistles and the gospel, but ano- 
ther, who flourished in the same age, and bore the same name. 


- But St. John, says bishop Halifax, has ‘said enough to point 
out, withoutany uncertainty, who he was,—by describing hirn- 


self as having been banished to Patmos, for the sake of his reli- 
“voi; a Calamity, which, by the consent of all ecclesiastical his- 
torians, confessedly happened to our evangelist.’ As to ‘the 
diversity of phrase and sentiment, in the Revelation and the 


- other writingsaf St. John, it has been satisfactorily proved, that 


this difference is not near so great as Dionysius would represent 


it; no greater than what may fairly be accounted for from the 
difference of subject; and particular instances have been al- 
leged,in which there is a remarkable coincidence both of ideas 


and words, which are peculiar to that apostle, and nowhere used 
by any other writer of the New. Testament.’ In like manner 
the judicious Jortin observes, that ‘besides ancient testimony, 
there is also internal reason to conclude, that the gospel and the 
Revelation are the work of the same author.’ 

Against the Apocalypse it has been farther objected, that it is 
not to be found in certain lists of the books of scriptures, pub- 
lished in the fourth and fifth centuries. But this circumstance, 
says bishop Ha'ifax, will not ‘occasion any difficulty, when you © 
are told, that the express design of those lists was to enumerate | 
such parts of the sacred code as were proper to be read in pub- 
lic, for the edification of Christian assemblies; for which the gen- 
eral obscurity of the Apoca'ypse, and the smali coneern it seem- 
ed to have with the state of the church in those days, rendered 


I have stated that, in the primitive ages, the meaning of the 
greater part of the Apocalypse was inaccessible toinquiry. Yet 


owe learn from ecclesiastical history, that Melito, who in the year 
177 presented an apology in behalf of the Christians to the em- 


peror Marcus Antoninus; that Hippolytus, who flourished about 
the year 220; that Victorinus, who lived somewhat nearer the 
conclusion of the third century; that Andrew of Cesarea, who 
is placed by Cave at the year 500: that Cassiodorius, whom the > 
same writer places at the year 514; and that Arethas, who, as 


he conceives, flourished about the year 540, allcomposed com- =~ : 
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mentaries on the Revelation. This fact may seem to demand 
explanation. How, it may be asked, did it happen, that these 
writers, and doubtless others whose names have not been trans- 
mitted to us, engaged in so arduous, and, it may be added, in 
so hopeless a task, as at that time,to explain the unaccomplished 
‘predictions of so dark a book as the Apocalypse, though 
most of them had betore their eyes the miscarriages of their 
predecessors! I reply, that this isto be accounted for only upon 
the supposition, that the evidence of its authenticity was deci- 
sive and unquestionable. When, however, they failed, not- 
withstanding all their efforts, of coming to any probable conclu- 
sions respecting the greater part of its contents, it is surely not 
to be wondered, that at length it began to be studied with less 
frequency, and by many was treated with neglect. | 

Leonard Twells discusses, through the space of almost 200 
pages, the arguments onthe authenticity of the Apocalypse, 
and declares, thai ‘either it is a genuine piece, or nothing in 
antiquity is so." Accordingly the Roman Catholics venture not 
to dispute its authority, adverse as it is to their interests. 

I conclude this chapter with a short citation from Vitringa. 
There is nothing grand and surpassing in the prophecies of 
antecedent times, which has not been gathered together by the 


Holy Spirit into these visions;’ and this complexion of the book - 


is, he declares, ‘a most sure criterion of its divine original.’ 


Touching the three unclean influences we hazard nothing in 


saying, even at this stage of the business, what they are not, 
They are not the draggon, nor the beast, nor the false prophet. 
for they are said to come out of the mouth of these; and if they 
are neither the iron handed Tyranny of the old world, Catholi- 
cism, nor Mahometanism,, but three things proceeding from the. 
mouths of these, it behoves us to understand what these three 
things are. They are the last evil agencies, according to the 
Revelations, that shall afflict mankind antecedently to a better 
state of things, and ought therefore to be understood. W.S. 


MORMON BIBLE L. 


The Book of Mormon.—Translated by Joseph Smith Jr., third 
edition carefully revised by the translator. Nauvoo,IIl., print. 
ed by Robinson and Smith. Stereotyped by Shepard and Stearns, 
West 3rd St Cincinati, Ohio, 1840. 

The Mormon Bible, of which the aboveis the title page, pur. 
rts to give the history of a certain family which, under the gui-_ 
ance of its imagined father named Lehi, emigrated from Jeru, 
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salem southward to the regions around the red séa about the 
year ofthe world 3400, and afterwards from these parts westward 
to the American continent about six hundred years anterior tothe 
christian era, The family is fancifully described as having kept 
and preserved records of its affairs for the period of a thousand 
years, extending from the time ofits imagined arrivalin the new . 
world to the four hundred and twentieth year after Christ. 
The plates upon which the ideal history is said to have been 
engraved were called the plates of Nephi: These decending 
with other ancestorial lumber from father tosor through along 
me list of governors came finally by the favour of Ammaron % 
into the possession of Mormon son of Mormon alinealdescend- 7% 
ant of the original settlers,and a priest and prince among his | 
brethren. Mormon added tothem hisown record, and at his 
deash consigned the whole to his son Maroni. 

To this history is added by Maronian abridgement of the his- 
tory of another family styled the family of Jared. Said Jared is 
affirmed to have been one of those antique personages who were 

esentat the building of the towerof Babel, and who were scat- ’ 

tered abroad upon the face of the earthinconsequence ofthe con- 
: fusion of tongues which obtajned at that memorable era. 

Pinally: this son of Mormon Maroni who had abridged the his- 
tory of Jared, adds to the whole the things of his day—seals up 
the vision and concludesthe fiction by depositing the ideal plates 
with their fancied contents under ground, to be brought 
forth, according to prophecy, in due season, or 1428 years after — 
their interment, by Joseph Smith Jr, author and preprietor, while 
digging for money amid the hills of Manchester, OntarioCo,N. Y. P| 

| These are the outlinesof the Book of Mormon, certainl : 
one of-the dullest, baldest and most barren of interest in bot 
thouzht and expression ofall the books of fiction ithas ever been 
our fortune to peruse. The prosaic monotony, which pervades —s_—™ 
Coe. it, is scarcely broken upon once, by aught eitherin the form of j 
; ae poetry or rhetoric. The writer is, I believe on one occasion, ei- 
ther by extraordinary inspiration or by a very natural sympathy 
led to compare something to an ass; but with the exception of 
this figure of the ass, the whole performance from A!pha to 
Omega, from begnning to ending, is a tissue of the most abomin- 
able and prosaic ferrago ever published. Saying no.hing of its 
high-handed profanity or rather blasphemy, for it must have been 
written by an atheist, we hesitate not to pronounce it both in 
plot and under plot, in thought, expression and catastrophe the 
very apocrypha of all apoeryphies without matter, without man- 
ner, without language, without logic, and infinitely beneath con- 
tempt as itis infinitely beneath criticism. | | 
The boldness of this conspiracy against Christ and the apostles 
appearsespecially conspicuous in three doctrines viz: 
Ist. Where the impostor confounds history with prophecy,or 
“substitutes the one for the other, putting in the mouths of his 
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fictious seers the language of the apostles and causing them to 
utter a thousand things concerning Christ, his apostles, John the 
Baptist and the virgin Mary in the style of the New Testament 
four, five, and even six hundred years before the New Testa- 
ment was written; and all that time before either John, Jesus, 
Mary, orthe apostles were born into the world! 

2d Where setting up a worship which he styles the law of 
Moses, he does contrary to that law, transfer the priesthood to the 
tribe of Epbraim,of which tribe God or Moses spoke nothing as 
pertaining to the priesthood. 
- $d. And last but not least, where he projects a new church 
—the Millennial church —to be founded not on the scriptures 
alone, but upon the Bible and Book of Mormon united. of which | 
church Joseph Smith Jr. is to be Seer, A; ostle, and Fact Totum 
in order tocogter the spirit of Mormonism on all comers, in signs, 
wonders, and divers miracles, according to his will! 

Such are the prominent features of the history and the doctrine 
of Mormonism, and that the imposture may be more certainly 
imposed on the listener, he is first of all dazzled and afterwards 
won by an exhibition ef the true gospel of Christ in its utmost 
- simplicity, and in language and expression that can rarely be con- 
demned, immediate obedience to the faith being pled forin mat- 
ter and manner entirely as it is argued for among ourselves, 

In reading the Book of Mormon we perceived readily that 
Baptism for the remission of sins is notin it, and that this is not 
—adoctrine which is the natural growth ofthe system itself! It 
~ becomes aquestion therefore, By what accident did the advocates 
of this imposture graft upon their scheme this doctrine? For the 
plan of remission laid down by J. Smith and his co-adjutors is 
‘remission by fire’ not by water: the following are his words as 
they stand in the Mormon Oracle page 118 Stereotyped Edition 
2nd book Nephi. | | 

‘‘For the gate by which ye should enteris repentance and 
baptism by water: and then cometh the remission of sins by fire 
and by the holy Ghost.” . 

But baptism for the remission of sinsand the holy spirit togeth- 
er with the other part of that excellent order which distinguishes 
the proclamation of the gospel among our brethren, is not the 
only graft found in this vicious plant Mormonism. Its abettors 
have inoculated their deadly Upas with our plea tor immediate 
obedience also, and now every where demaad submission to bar- 
tism upon the spo. in order to the remission of sinst 

The accident by which these impostors were put in possession 
of our manner of stating and pleading the gospel will be shown 
in a subsequent No. sited 

We have here given the outlines or most important features 
of the Book of Mormon considered as a book of history and doc- 
trine. Touching its history it affects to unfold, as we have said, 
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the causes which led to the settlement of the American continent, 
and account for the presence on it of the aborigines or Indians, 
This is presumed to be done by the prosaic narative which is giv- 
en_of the two fictious families of Lehi and Jared, the former 4 
Jew from Jerusalem, the Jattera Gentile from Babel. Touching 
its doctrine we have s'ated thatthe bold and wicked projectors of 
this imposture have anticipated in their profane romance, by six 
hundred years, Christianity in all its peculiarities, and by so do- 
ing have made religion like the lame devil in the o!d French nov- 


el, stand upon one foot-namely; Prophecy alone. Yes, the im- 


postors who invented this fable seem to have had so limited an 
- acquaintance with our religion considered as a system depend- 
ing upon the harmony which subsists between prediction and 
fact, prophecy and history, or the apostles of Christ and prophets 
of the Jews, thatthey have absolutely erected christanity upon 
one foot namely: prophecy alone! and have, made the woods of 
Mormon ring with faith and repentance, the holy spirit, the re- 
surrection, the atonement, crucifixion, baptism and all other 
christian matters 540 years before the birth of the Redeemer. See 
Book Mosiah pg: 189-215. Pi 

_ There is adifference between foreknowing and foretelling, as 


there is also a difference between fa'se prophets and true ones, . 
- The true prophet foreteis, but he does not foreknow; hence the 


Jewish prophets being used as mere instrumentsof the holy spirit 
to foretel without understanding what they foretold, did of their 
own accord, as Peter informs us, inquire accurately and dili- 


gently into the hidden imports of their own predictions touching __ 
the suffering ot the Messiah, and the glory which was to follow. 


But their curiosity was repressed by the spirit’s revealing to them 
that all the things embodied in their predictions were for an- 
other people and another dispensation: so that the Jewish propn- 
ets died and were buried without knowing the import of their 
own prophecies: infidels and ignorant people suppose that true 
prophets foreknow events, and false ones do not. Now the very 
reverse of this is the truth in the case, the true prophet is igno- 
rant, the false prophet isknowing: the former is an instrumen: 
in the hand of God, and merely foretels; the latter isa knave in 
the hand of the Devil and foretels only because he foreknows 

by cunning calculations. Hence even a true propheey is but 
- one witness at most; and would not be a witness at ail unless 
sustained by history; or the regular occurrence ofall those events 
to which its predictions point. God has, therefore, always 
raised up men to record history as well as men to record proph- 
ecy, and itis only when those two witnesges or two bianches of 
testimony go hand in hand that they form one infallible proof for 


our faith torest upon. Hence Christianity, as written in the | 


New Testament, is said to stand upon the foundation of the 


apostles and prophets: but Christianity as ministered in the ideal 
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family of Lehi in South America, 500 years before there was any 
Christianity, is made to stand upon prophets alone; and who 


are they? Forsooth, fathers Lehi, Nephi, Jacob, Omni, Mosiah, 


Alma, and Mormor, or rawhead and bloodybones, for that is 
the etymological import of the word Mormon. . 

But that our readers may see that fathers Lehi, Nephi, and 
the other imaginary gentry of the Golden Bible, are to be classed 
with those prophets who foreknow as well as foretel, we will 
let them hear Rabbi Nephi in his plainess. After observing 
that Isaiah spoke too dark or hard for his people, he tries his 
hand himself, and says, ‘* Wherefore [ shall prophecy according 
to the plainnese which has been with me since I came ont of 
Jerusalem with my father.”’ ‘Again, my soul delighteth in 
plainness."”” Humph! father Nephi. Again: ‘*Behold I pro- 
ceed with mine own prophecies according to my plainness; in 
the which I know that no man ean err.” Here, then, the 
point before father Nephi is to outstrip the Jewish prophet in- 
plainness, and to foretel the things of Christ in so striking a 
manner, that there shall be no need of history in the case, or 


any error whatever. But let us hear Mr. Rawhead in his 


plainness : 
‘*For there is save one Messiah spoken of by the prophets, 
and that Messiah is he that should be rejected of the Jews. 
For according to the wordsof the prophets, the Messiai: cometh 
in six hundred years from the time that my father left Jeru- 
salem; and according to the words of the prophets, and also the 
the words of the angel of God, his name shall be Jesus Christ, 
the son of God.”—2 Nephi, page 103. 
Now, reader, if you are a prophet, beat thisin plainness, if 


_ youcan. Nephi feltsorelieved by unburdening himself of this 


oracle, that’ he could not help expressing his high satisfaction 
thus: **And now brethren, I have spoken plain that ye cannot 
err.” But hear him again: ‘*As the Lord liveth, there is none 


other name given under heaven, save it be this Jesus Christ 
of which I havespoken, whereby mancan be saved.” Havin 
- notonly beat the Jewish prophets in plainness, but rivalled the 


apostles themselves, and even hit upon their very words. 
what think you reader, ought to be Nephi’sreward? He tells 


_us that on account of the plain manner in which he spoke, the 


Lord promised to have his predictions recorded, and “handed 
down from generation to generation.”*—page 104, 2 book Nephi. 


On the same page he says we are made alive in Christ, **we 


talk of Christ, we rejoice %m Christ, we preach Christ, we pro- 
phecy of Christ.”” This is plain v ork verily for the year of the. 


world 3400, or six hundred years before Christ appeared! We _ 


could fill the Evangelist with the plain prophecies of father 
Nephi, but enough for the present. Mr. Goblin was cer- 
tainly an [saiah of a prophet, and must be allowed to have 
fairly beat him in plainness, and to have well understood what 
be foretold. Be 


4 
+ 
- 
4 
} 
& 
4 
| 
| 


ez THE EVANGELIST 


THE THEORY OF REFORMATION PERFECTED.—No. 


Theory and practice are two distinct matters, and yet they 
have been wonderfully confounded: the former has too fre- 
quently been made to usurp the place and offices of the latter, 
and men have thought they have attained wonders when they 
only believed a theory of faith. {tis important to believe aright, 
most certainly; but to divorce theory from practice, is to separate 
principle from duty; it is to put asunder things which the Cre- 
ator has joined. Nothing has been more frequently theorized 
than the religion of Christ: for whatare confessions of faith, 
creeds, &c. made by men but atheory? If men did not imagine 
that it was importané to theorize upon christianity, they would 
never fabricate creeds and systems of belief. The Most High 
has lett nothing for us todo in regard to such things. The 
creed to be recieved in order to salvation, has been spoken of 
God; and the system of belief intended to fit us for heaven, 
has been perfected by the Lord and his apostles. It remains, 
therefore for us only to réad the scriptures and obey them. Our 
creed and system of belief are perfected in the scriptures alone. 

But observe, we require, after having simplified matters thus 
far, to extract from our systenr of belief—the Bible, all the other 
elements of reformation—these we have seen in former numbers 
of the Evangelist, to be the true gospel, the name of the body, 
whatever thatis, the apostolic order of the church, and the per- 
fection of our individual character:— _ 
Now itis important to know where theory begins and where 
it ends; for this true theory being attained, one grand step is 
tbo the balance is practice. Is not, then, the theory of re- 
igious reformation complete in the: elements which we have 
repeatedly tnentioned? Can we add or diminish without either 
embarrassing it or rendering it too thin or leant [f then these 
things constitute the true theory of reformation, and we think 
they do, we have gained at Jast a grand point; we have got 
ali things ready for a just practice. | | 

When Newton reached the theory of gravitation what re- 
mained? that he should apply it to the explication of the divers 
physical phenomena to which it extended: This being done, he 

laced the science of As:ronomy upon an infallible basis. We 

ave to adopt a similar procedure, and having attained to a 
correct theory of reformation, must apply it to every thing in 
religion requiring to be adjusted,and so bring »ack the church 
_ to her pristine beauty, simplicity, order and purity. W. 8. 
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EXTRACTS FROM LETTERS. 


Every thing is comfortable in the churches, and we enjoy a 
tolerable degree of success in our efforts to convert our fellow 
men.— | S. CHURCH. 

Pittsburgh Penn.— | 


The cause of our Redeemer progresses in some settlements 
of this country: but competent proclaimers are few and bus 
illy supported,.— JOB COMBS. 

Buren P. O., | 


John T. Johnson reports for Jast month (Jan’y, 1841) a tour 
of 12 days to Paris, Caneridge and Millersburgh, with brethren 
Gano and Rickets as co-workers: 26 in all were obtained. 

We havea very comfortable and commodious meeting-house 
in St. Paul’s street, which will seat 700 persons. Our congre- 
gations are generally good and encreasing. A. REED. 
Baltimore.— 


May the Lord bless you, and continue to make you a blessing 
to the cause of reformation. I spent 15 days at Maysville, 
Washington and Mayslick and had a fine hearing. The Baptists 
exhibited great kindness and liberality. Many of them are pray- 
ing for a union,and seem resolved to act in the matter: should — 
they do so, the cause will recieve a fresh impulse and they will 
do themselves the highest honor. While in Mason, | went to 
the Baptist meeting to hear, as I hoped, Mr. Mason. He did not. 
appear; and being urged to address them, 1 did so; and much, 
as [ afterwards learned, to their satisfaction.—J. T JOHNSON, 


The Christian Palladium states that a debate was held in Leba- 
non, Ohio, inoctober last, between J. B. Lucas, a reformed pro- 
claimer.and Elder M.Gardner, a Christian Preacher, on the ques- 
tion, ‘is it, or is it not, the order of God that water baptisin should 
be added to faith and repentance in order to remission of past sins 
and admission into the kingdom of God’—Lucas in the affir- 
mative,and Gardner on the negative side. On the authority of 
one N. Dawson, the Palladium says, ‘the debate ended, and I 
think the door of Lebanon is effectually closed against Mr. Camp- 
bell’s reform.’? jhave never before heard of so strange an ace 
count as this, of such an issue of a discussion ofthe gospel prin- | 
ciples of reform. [-cannot believe it on such testimony. Can 
sny impartial testimony be had on the subject? Will any one tr 
form usonthe subject! Harbinger.— A. C, 
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THE EVANGELIST 


THE BAPTISM. | 


Twas near the close of that blest day, when, with melodiousswell, 
To crowded mart and lonely vale, had spoke the Sabbath-bell; 
And on abroad, unruffled stream, with bordering verdure dights 
The western sunbeam richly shed a tinge of crimson light. 
When, lo! asolemn train appeared, by their loved pastor led, 
And sweetly rose the holy hymnas toward that stream they sped, 
And he its cleaving crysta! breast, with graceful movement trod, 
His steadfast eye upraised, to seek communion with its God. 
Then bending o’er his staff approached that wiliow-fringed shore 
A man of many weary years with furrowed temples hoar, 
And faintly breathed his trembling lip, ‘Behold, I fain would be 
Buried in baptisin with my Lord, ere death shall summon me.’ 
‘With brow benign like Him whose hand did wav’ring Peter guide 
The pastor bore his tovtering framé through that translucent tide 
And plunged him ’neath the shrouding wave and spake the 
| Triune name, 
‘And joy upon that witherd face, in wondering radiance came. 
And then advanced a.ordly form, in manhood’s towering pride, | 
Who from the gilded snares of earth had wisely turned aside, 
And following in His steps, who bowed to Jordan’s startl’d wave — 
“In deep humility of soul, faithful this witness gave. 
Who next! A fair and fragile form,in snowy robe doth move, 
That tender beauty in her eye that wakes the vow of love— 
Yea, come, thou gentle oneand arm thy soul with strength divine 
This stern world has a thousand dartsto vex a breast like thine 
Beneath its smiles a traitor’s kiss is oft in darkness bound— 
Cling to that Comforter, who holds a bala for every wound; 
Propitiate that Proiector’s care, who never will forsake, 
And thou shalt strike the harp of praise, even when thy heart 
strings break. 
Then with a firm, unshrinking step, the watery path she trod, 
And gave, with woman’s deathless trust, her being to her God, 
And whenall drooping from the flood she rose like lily-stem, 
Methought that spotless brow might wear an ange l’sdiadem. 
Yetmore! Yet more!-How meek they bow totheir Redeemer’s rite 
Then pass with music on their way like joyous sons of light; | 
Yet, ling’ring on thoseshores | staid, tillevery sound was hush’d, 
For hallowed musings o’er my soul, like-swollen rivers rushed, 
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